
FROM  THE  PASTOR  

 
 

On Sunday, November 6, 2016, Daylight Saving Time ended. While I do like 
waking up in the morning light (even if just barely), I find it difficult to have the day 
plunged into darkness before dinnertime. Especially now that I live on a street where 
most of the population is with Jesus. Darkness is just no fun. But õtis the season, right? 

Actually, that is right. We entered into Advent, the beginning of the Christian 
calendar on Sunday, November 27. To me, it seems to go against everything I hold dear 
to start a year in the deepening darkness, yet that is exactly what Christians do. We 
spend the first four weeks of our calendar resisting the light and acknowledging our  
resistance. Our scripture lessons during this period call us to watch and wait. They re-
mind of us not only of Jesusõ coming as a baby but of his second coming as the Prince of 
Peace in a world that desperately needs one. They present an apocalyptic viewpoint that 
acknowledges the world as a scary place. Who wants to go there? 

Often in the Presbyterian tradition, we skip over those passages. I am as guilty 
as any other preacher to want to focus on the coming of that precious little baby rather 
than the end of days. The world is terrible and scary enough without predicting its end, 
without walking in the darkness. Yet we are walking in the darkness throughout much 
of our lives. There is hurt and pain, there are lost jobs and lost lives, small salaries and 
small minds, ugly words and uglier actions that have been occurring as long as human 
beings have inhabited the earth. If you donõt believe me, just read the Bible. 

Paradoxically, one of the most beautiful things about living where I do is the 
darkness at night. I remember one evening shortly after moving into the manse, my 
daughter called me outside close to midnight. She had returned home from work and 
was captivated by the night sky. It was jet black, but also pricked by thousands of stars. 
As we stood in silence staring at the heavens, each star seemed to grow more luminous 
and distinct. So it is with walking through metaphorical darkness, I believe. That, as we 
stand in solidarity together, every one of us a small pinprick of light ourselves, we 
brighten the world around us. 

These are challenging times. We see the heightened anxiety and pain in our 
country and our world on television, in social media, and in our newspapers. Each and 
every one of us also has our own crosses to bear, whether they are physical, financial, 
emotional, spiritual, or some combination thereof. Sometimes the darkness seems 
overwhelmingly dark. This is why the Psalms remain so compelling: òI lift up my eyes to 
the hills; from where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth.ó (Psalm 121:1-2) 

Perhaps part of being a Christian is not just recognizing the darkness, but em-
bracing the challenge to brighten it with our presence, with the help of our God who is  

with all and in all and through all. As we watch and wait, to celebrate the birth of 
the baby on December 25th, but also for the coming of the Prince of Peace, I invite you 
to center yourself in Godõs love, trusting in Godõs will, but also Godõs strength, as we 
are called to be a part of the showing and sharing of Godõs kingdom on earth right now. 
òThe Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?ó (Psalm 27:1) 

Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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Pledge Campaign 2017 
 

As of November 20, 2016, this yearõs Discipleship Campaign has received 41 out of 210 
potential pledges totaling $139,192.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If youõve not already done so, please be sure to return your 2017 Pledge form, as we 
strive to meet our aspirational goal of $250,000 and keep our staff and programs at the 
current status.  
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M EMBERSHIP  AND  FELLOWSHIP  N EWS 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR MISSION GARDEN  
VOLUNTEERS: We are proud to announce that this year, the Mission  
Gardenõs bounty tipped the charts at a record breaking 2,641 pounds! And, 
thanks to the generous 90 pound donation from the Campbellõs home garden, 
we have donated a total of 2,731 lbs. on behalf of OGPC! This was a record-
breaking year, weighing in at over 1,000 pounds over last yearõs harvest! This 
HUGE accomplishment could not have been done without all of you who 
made donations, planted, weeded, harvested, lead the Summer Sunday School 
children, and delivered the produce to the Norwescap Food Bank. As usual, 

our most dedicated missionaries were the Summer Sunday School children (and their older and wiser leaders) who 
worked eagerly each Sunday to pick veggies and keep the garden in order.  
 

On November 6, we were happy to announce this yearõs Gold Harvest Basket Winner, Trish Millon, who 
guessed the Mission Garden donation weight would total 1928 pounds. Congratulations, Trish, and we hope youõll 
enjoy the basket of fresh produce youõll receive from the gardenõs yield every week during the 2017 growing season! 
The OGPC Mission Garden is beloved by many and the congregation and communityõs support is what helps the  
success of this wonderful mission. Your continued support is essential in order to keep this worthwhile mission alive. 
We look forward to working together with you again next season.       - Jaelene Slaven 

OGPC 2016 Mission Garden Committee 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS! 
 

Henry Riewerts resides in Asbury with his wife, Diane Tribble, and daughter, Leah, who is six years old.  
 

Robert & Kristen Todd live in Stewartsville with their son, Peyton, who just turned one. Robertsõs interests 
include golfing, fishing and enjoying college football and hockey. Kristen enjoys cooking. 
 

Grace Segers is currently attending Tuftõs University in Boston, MA. Grace is set to graduate this coming May  
with a major is Political Journalism with a minor in Media and Communications. 

Conductor Tom Shelton leads the Childrenôs Choir in 
warm-ups before practicing their numbers for the  
Choral Concert held on October 22 

Conductor Tom Shelton (right) and the Choir 
pose during rehearsal for the Choral Concert  
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CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS IN DECEMBER: 

T HE BREEZEWAY 

CELEBRATING DECEMBER 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES : 

ROAST BEEF DINNER A HUGE SUCCESS! 
 

Nearly 150 tickets were sold for the Annual Roast Beef 
Dinner, held on 11/5. Hungry folks from OGPC and the 
community heaped their plates with delicious roast beef, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, rolls, steaming vegetables, and a 
vast array of desserts. The Roast Beef Dinner is the main 
fund-raiser for the Board of Deacons and funds the Rev. 
Richard B. Gibbins Scholarship, as well as a multitude of 
caring projects and events for our church community and 
beyond.   
Special thanks to Gretchen Alencewicz for overseeing the 
purchase and preparation of all food except the roast beef, 
which was masterfully prepared by Zach Bishop. Many 
thanks to both chefs for their time and expertise! Thanks 
also to Boy Scout Troop #63 for setting-up, serving, and 
bussing the tables and to all those who provided desserts.   
The support of our congregation and the community is 
greatly appreciated!   Susan Bradlau,  

Moderator of Deacons 

-  Change of aDDRESS -  

 Deborah Epstein 
 6 Goff Lane 
 Bloomsbury, NJ 08804-2029 
 

 Kim & Don Mrotek 
 1908 Gary Road 
 Stewartsville, NJ 08886 

01  Kinsley Fell  
02  Adrianne Carbin  
      Patricia Walker  
03  Sharon Bell  
04  Melissa Lacamera  
06  Frank Bogyos  
      Jack Reinhard  
      Christopher Grisewood          
07  Madison Wayne  
08  Patricia Millon  
      Ryan Grelle  
10  Richard Walker  
      Elizabeth Savnik  
      Aubrie Hart  
      Ryan Werfel  
      Owen Budd  
13  Jill Lee  
14  Lisa Gray  
      Holly Ahart  
17  Luella Visone  
      John Maher  

18  Joan Pursel  
      Emily Holloway        
20  Lynn Szczeck  
      Phillip Millon  
      Martha Grazul  
      Timothy Garcia  
21  Joshua Miller  
      Emmori Ruzich  
23  Donald Metz  
      Heather Hill  
26  Alessandra Hill  
27  William Jelliffe  
      Sasha Intriago 
      Kelsey Stocker  
      Roslyn Visone          
30  Dennis Petras  
      Darrin Carbin       
31  Geraldine Ihrie  
      Thomas Beacht  
       Elena Nazario  

Robert & Gertrude Frey         12/30/1961 
William & Cynthia Jelliffe III 12/28/2002 
Robert & Susan Tintle          12/28/1957 
Roxane Campello                12/27/1986 
John & Penny Torcivia          12/27/1980 
Janet & Donald Morrow          12/23/1961 
Andrew & Krista Wayne          12/22/2007 
John & Kimberly Menzak, III    12/21/1996 
Peter & Dawn Ruzich            12/12/2003 
Linda McCusker                  12/12/1970 
Daniel & Melissa Hixon         12/11/1999 
Patrick & Susan Cimmino        12/06/2008 
Mark & Susan Lizotte           12/04/2004 

M EMBERSHIP  AND  FELLOWSHIP  N EWS - CONTõD   

DŜǊƭƛƴŘŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ tƘȅƭƭƛǎ 5ƛŜǘȊ Ŝƴπ
Ƨƻȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘȅ Ǌƻŀǎǘ ōŜŜŦ ŘƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ 

5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ wŜƴŜŜ IŜǊō ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪ ²ƻƭƭƳŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎΩ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wƻŀǎǘ .ŜŜŦ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 
ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ рΦ 

/ǳƭƛƴŀǊȅ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ wƻŀǎǘ .ŜŜŦ 
/ƘŜŦ ½ŀŎƘŀǊȅ 
.ƛǎƘƻǇ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ 
ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōǳǎȅ 
ƴƛƎƘǘΦ 
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 Bulletin Board  

Thank You to: Bob Luzietti and Adam 

Stetler for their assistance with building maintenance; 
to the Congregational Life Team, led by Anita 
Campbell, for the set-up, coordination and clean-up 
at the Presbytery meeting, especially Walt Campbell 
and Lisa Corbett; all who donated desserts for the 
luncheon that day; Ahart & Frinzi Ins. Co. for their 
donation of a new office chair for Pastor Rebecca. 
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M EMBERSHIP  AND  FELLOWSHIP  N EWS - CONTõD   

THE GIVING TREE 
 

Share the spirit of Godõs love by 
providing Christmas gifts for 
those less fortunate. Gift tags 
may be selected from our òGiving 
Treeó in the Green Room. 
Wrapped gifts with tags attached 
and non-perishable food should 
be returned to Memorial Hall by 

Sunday, December 11, and perishable food items on 
Sunday, December 18 and NOT before, please.  
Frozen turkey donations will be gratefully accepted 
and freezer space provided.  
Monetary donations are also welcome to help  
brighten Christmas for some of our own church  
members who are having financial difficulties. May 
you experience the warmth of the season as you share 
the joy of giving with others! Thank you for your 
kindness.                                     Sally Reinhard 908-479-6220  
              and Suzanne Newbrough 908-347-8026 

Lisa Kolterjahn; Sharon Jiorleôs parents; Carl Guthardt; the family of Ray Perry, friend of Kath-
leen Scala; Geraldine Ihrie; Harry Pursel (home); Stephanie Welwoodôs husband, Paul; Richard 
Cronce; Rev. Dr. James Chesnutt, Presby. Exec. Emeritus; Tony Procita ;  Phil Millonôs co-
worker, Danitaôs, nephew, KJ and her son;  Cecelia Lemons; Charity Pyatt; the family of Durbin 
Rosario; Kathleen Ronanôs friends, the family of Jacob Brain; Julia Deemerôs gr. granddaughter, 
Olivia Langeveld;  Missy Lemonsô friend, Chris Rodgers; Jaelene Slavenôs dad, Bill Berry and 
her sister, Shawnda Pulley; Renee Herb; Charlie & Edith Slamp; Marie Smith; Robin Glosserôs 
friend, Rev. Gary Bishop; Shirley Sloyer; Phyllis Dietz; Mary Laubach; Evan Newbrough; Jack 
Reinhard; Shelly Papp & family; Katy Davis; Doris Bartholomew; the Tumaini Church in Kenya 
and those serving in our Armed Forces:  Jack Buckwalter, Matt Chambergo, Will Rimmler 

OGPC HISTORY COMES TO LIFE 
 

 If you werenõt able to be at church on the day of the 
Wedding Dress Revue, you can experience it online. 
Go to http://search.lehighvalleylive.com/
wedding+dress/ go down to òChurch showcases 116 
years of wedding dress history ...ó and click on it. Or 
to get directly to the article: http://
www.lehighvalleylive.com/warren-county/
index.ssf/2016/11/wedding_dress_revue.html#0 
Clicking on this will bring you to a wonderful photo 
and video article on the Wedding Dress Revue which 
was put together by the History Committee last 
month. Or see the newspaper article posted on the 
bulletin board outside the kitchen. 

STUDENT REPORTER PRODUCES VIDEO AT GREENWICH CEMETERY 
 

John (Jack) Reinhard is in his second year as Liberal Arts student at Warren County Community College with the 
goal of  later transferring to a four year college to complete his studies with a major in Communications. This 
summer, Jack had an internship with CHP Communications, LLC in Hackettstown, NJ, where he wrote press 
releases, created promotional videos, and took photos for different companies and organizations. Jack also 
worked part-time at Greenwich Cemetery and decided to combine his interest in history with his passion for 
writing and broadcasting to produce a mini-documentary on the historic cemetery. Jack is a member of Old 
Greenwich Presbyterian Church and is the son of Sally and Don Reinhard of Stewartsville. 
 

You can watch the video at one of these two websites:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKxyitTS4XA  

http://www.insidewarren.com/?p=1651  

http://search.lehighvalleylive.com/wedding+dress/
http://search.lehighvalleylive.com/wedding+dress/
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/warren-county/index.ssf/2016/11/wedding_dress_revue.html#0
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/warren-county/index.ssf/2016/11/wedding_dress_revue.html#0
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/warren-county/index.ssf/2016/11/wedding_dress_revue.html#0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKxyitTS4XA
http://www.insidewarren.com/?p=1651
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TRIP TO SCOTLAND 
 

Cathedrals, music, art, scotch, Loch Ness, Christian  
historyé come and join friends from Old Greenwich 
(and others!) on a tour of Scotland. Beginning in Glas-
gow and ending in Edinburgh, the group will be led on 
a professional tour including Oban, Iona, Perth and St. 
Andrews, April 18 -  26, 2017.   
Some of the group will be presenting musical perfor-
mances along the way. Whether or not you choose to 
be part of the choral group, thereõs room for five more 
people to join in on this amazing trip! Email or call the 
church office if you are interested in receiving more 
information. Spots will be guaranteed on a first come-
first served basis upon payment. 

- Cathy Ahart 

T HE BREEZEWAY 

 

 Bulletin Board ñContõd 

CHANCEL CHOIR HOLIDAY GIFT CARD FUND-
RAISER 

 

The Chancel Choir has a monthly 
fundraiser that costs you nothing... 
itõs true! You simply buy gift cards 
and get the full value for what you 
have purchased. Go to 
www.shopwithscrip.com to see the 

more than 300 stores from which to choose. You can 
register and order online or just make a list. After 
checking it twice, make out a check to òOGPC Choir,ó 
and hand both to Tom DiGiovanni, OGPCõs Organist 
and Co-Director of Music. Even if you choose to  
register online, you will still give Tom your check. 
 

Choir members have been ordering gift cards through 
SCRIP for three years, even getting cards for their 
groceries for the month. Orders are due by the first 
Sunday of each month and the cards are ready for  
pick-up by the second Sunday of each month. If you 
would like the cards mailed to you, simply provide a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope with your order. 
 

Bring your order and check to church on Sunday,  
December 4, and get your gift cards on Sunday,  
December 11, in plenty of time for the holidays. 
Thank you for your support! 

- Cathy Ahart 

 [ŀŘƛŜǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ όƭ ǘƻ ǊύΥ 
!ƴƛǘŀ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ {ǳŜ {ƴȅŘŜǊ όƘƛŘŘŜƴύΣ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ tȅŀǧΣ {ǳǎŀƴ 
.ǊŀŘƭŀǳΣ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊō CǊƛƴȊƛΦ 

¢ǊƛǎƘ aƛƭƭƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊō DǊƛƳƳ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ wŜōŜŎŎŀ ŀƴŘ {ǳŜ ¢ƛƴǘƭŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ōƻǳƴǘŜƻǳǎ ōƻǳǉǳŜǘǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊΦ 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com

