
FROM  THE  PASTOR  

 
 

Lent usually makes us think of wilderness. This is something that the Worship & Music 
Team has been mindful of as we decorate the sanctuary during this holy season. Last year, we 
filled the space with vines that ògrewó from the back of the room to the front. This year, weõve 
gone more simply, with desert photos on the cover of the sand colored bulletins and a match-
ing one projected over the cross. These visual reminders are intended to keep us centered in 
the thought of Jesus and his wilderness journey toward death and resurrection. But sometimes 
wilderness is not just external; it can happen internally, too. I have personally felt this internal 
wilderness a lot lately. 

 
My father was a troubled man. He, in turn, troubled his family as well. All of us have 

struggled over the years to manage our relationships with him, striving to do the right thing in 
the midst of a difficult situation. He was in thrall to his own personal demons, yet there was a 
part of him that also knew he was not the person he could have been; he was terribly afraid of 
death and the afterlife that he might encounter. So, when I had the opportunity to speak to him 
the morning of Ash Wednesday, I did. My sister put the phone on speaker and held it next to 
his ear. I said to him, òDaddy, I want you to know that I am praying for you, my church, the 
people of Old Greenwich, are praying for you. God loves you ð there is nothing to be afraid 
of, because you are loved by God.ó Thatõs it. Thatõs all I said. 

 
That evening, at the Ash Wednesday service, we heard three testimonials based on the 

prayer: Thank you, God, for what you have given me, for what you have taken away, and for 
what you have left behind. All three were meaningful and powerful, and I am grateful to    
Donna Wollman, Heather Todd, and Don Hannis for sharing their stories. Don spoke of how 
he was thankful to God for what his parents had left behind in their skills, gifts, and talents that 
can still be seen in him, his siblings, and their offspring. He spoke of his motherõs gift of music 
and her love of the hymn òThe Old Rugged Cross.ó It reminded me that this was my fatherõs 
favorite hymn too. Upon returning from Vietnam, where he served as a combat helicopter pi-
lot, he told us stories of performing chaplain duties to the men under his command, leading 
worship on Sundays and singing it from the red Army hymnal he brought home.  

 
That night, as I walked back to the manse in the starlit night, I sang òThe Old Rugged 

Crossó at the top of my lungs in my best country music style, practicing to sing it to him the 
next morning over the phone. I hardly got in the door before the phone rang and it was my 
sister, sobbing on the phone. òDaddy died,ó I stated and she confirmed. Then I told her the 
story of that eveningõs service, and that I was singing his favorite hymn to him as he passed on 
to be a part of that great Cloud of Witnesses. We both believe that he heard me, as he traveled 
to be with the Lord, his pain and suffering (and ours) ended in those brief moments. 

 
This is the way with wilderness times, I believe. If we are faithful in the midst of them, 

holding fast to Christõs promise of everlasting presence, we will not only get through them, 
but ultimately experience resurrection. Perhaps not as quickly as we would like, perhaps not in 
the way we imagine, but resurrection always comes. òIf anyone is in Christ, there is a new  
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of  
reconciliation.ó (2 Corinthians 5:17-18) 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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WOMENõS FUN GROUP INVITES ALL TO THE PARTY 
 
 

On Monday, March 6, the Womenõs Group hosted a Game Night for anyone who wanted to come. We had 12  
people, so we played the very silly but social game of Bunko, getting to know one another a little better, and eating 
yummy snacks as always. 
 

This month weõll meet on Monday, April 3, at 7 pm at the Nazareth Ceramic 
Center, 69 South Broad Street, to paint pottery. This terrific little shop offers  
oodles of items to decorate for those who are creative or those who are more  
craft-challenged. No matter what, weõre sure to have a good time. The cost is per 
item and the $15 minimum includes return visits if you donõt get your design  
completed in the two hour time slot. Feel free to stop by the shop beforehand if 
youõd like to pick out your piece (there are literally a thousand items to choose 
from!) and pay in advance. Sign up in Memorial Hall if you plan to come as there is 
limited space available. 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES SCHEDULE 
 

As we continue as individuals through our Lenten journey leading us to Easter Sunday, please plan to join us for the 
following services: 
 

Palm Sunday - April 9  ð Join us as we enter Holy Week at our 10 am Palm Sunday Service.  
 

Maundy Thursday - April 13 ð Join us in Memorial Hall, at 6 pm, for a Passover Seder and experience what the 
Last Supper was actually like. This Seder Dinner celebration is a modified version to explain Jesus instituting the last 
supper to us. A service you will not want to miss!  
 

Good Friday - April 14 ð Join us as we ponder Christõs death and await his resurrection during our Tenebrae  
service at 7 pm in the sanctuary.  
 

Easter Sunday - April 16 ð Celebrate Easter Sunday with us by joining for our Sunrise Service, at 6 am, to be 
held on our land at the corner of Route 173 and Greenwich Church Road, across from the Matthew Hurte ballfield 
(park at the manse or use the ballfield parking lot). Join Pastor Rebecca back at the manse after the service for coffee 
and light refreshments. Or join us for our traditional Easter Sunday Service at 10 am. The childrenõsõ Easter egg 
hunt, for all children infant through 3rd grade, will be held immediately following the 10 am service.  
 

    - submitted by Al Marino, Worship & Music Comm. 

PRESBYTERIAN DEPOT 
 

As many of you may remember when we had a "Kitchen Shower" last fall to collect a supply of kitchen goods, sheets 
and towels for families from Family Promise of Warren County (IHN Interfaith Hospitality Network for us who came 
on board of this mission in the beginning) and the Domestic & Sexual Assault Crisis Center of Warren County it was 
meant to be a communal project of "The Phillipsburg Area Presbyterian Churches".  
 

So this project is proud to announce we have a storage room ready to open May 1st at Pilgrim Presbyterian 
Church. They will be having a dedication service at worship April 30th and participating congregations were asked to 
do the same. 
 

Keys have been distributed to each church to drop off more needed items which can be kept at the Depot. You will 
be hearing about more items we'd like you to donate when we have the current inventory assessed, and 
have communication of further needs from those two centers. 
 

It's exciting that OGPC will have the "second" week of each month to be the group who actually delivers the chosen 
items to a family's new home. Yes, we see and minister to these families at our church when we host the dinners 
and overnights for "our Family Promise week," but how joyful it will be feeling we participated in their moving to a 
place of their own! 

- submitted by Lisa Gray 
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