
 
FROM OUR NEW PASTOR 

 
òWelcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God.ó So the Apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, chapter 15.  
 
You know, I think a lot about welcoming one another. Maybe itõs because I moved 
around a lot as a kid (army brat!)é who knows? But I am always interested in welcome 
ð that deep welcome that we are called to extend to each other, that holy welcome that 
comes from God, through us.  
 
Some scholars say that the Apostle Paulõs entire letter to the Romans culminates in this 
one phrase, òWelcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God.ó That is the takeaway, the punch line, the point and purpose of Paulõs great big 
letter to the Romans. The whole thing comes down to just three little words: welcome 
one another.  
 
It was hard for the early church to show welcome. They were a diverse bunch. Some were rich; some were poor. Some 
were newcomers (Gentiles); some had been around the block a few times (Jews). Many of them didnõt see eye to eye 
about so many things: theology, spiritual and cultural practices, politics (sound familiar?). But Paul knows that for the 
church to be the church, welcome is what itõs all about.   
 
But why are we called to welcome, really? Why is it such a big deal?  
 
Hereõs why: we welcome one another because God welcomed us first.  
 
Our God is a welcoming God ð lavishly, recklessly, irrepressibly welcoming. Think of the story of the Prodigal Son. No 
matter how many times we tell God to stay away, God always comes looking for us. No matter how much we try to 
hide, God loves us anyway. God finds us in all of our unloveliness, in all our struggles, in all our doubts, in all our mess, 
and claims us, beloved children, all. If I could attempt to paraphrase the Apostle: Welcome one another because God has  
welcomed you, welcome one another because the love of Christ compels you, welcome one another because welcome is what we were born 
to do. 
 
And my goodness! Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church, how you have so beautifully embodied that kind of holy  
welcome for me and my family over these past few weeks!  
 
The food (oh my, the food!), the signs, the emails and calls, the lettersé I wonder if welcome might be one of your 
(our) holy gifts. I have felt Godõs welcome, Godõs Spirit, Godõs warmth, through you. And I cannot begin to tell you 
how grateful I am. And how good it feels. 
 
éAnd, if you can welcome me and my family, who else might we welcome together? Who is hurting out there? Who 
needs a word of encouragement, a word of grace? Whose wounds are we called to help bind up? As I said in my sermon 
last week, I donõt have all the answers. But I am so very excited, and so very humbled, to be able to ask the questions 
with you.  
 
Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed us. Through the grace of God, I believe this is what we are born to 
do, together.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
 

Pastor Mary Beth 
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SPECIAL  

POINTS OF  

INTEREST:  

§ Annual Mtg. set for 
2/7/21 

§ Giving envelopes are still 
available for pick-up 

§ Soup and toiletries      
collection 

§ Ash Wed is February 17 
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NOTICE OF  
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - PART II 

 

 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 
 

Notice   is hereby   given  that  the Annual Meeting - Part II of   the  Congregation  and Religious 
Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church in Greenwich Township, in the County of Warren, will 
be held on Sunday, February 7, 2021, immediately following the Worship Service. Reports of the 
Session Committees will be presented. The budget for the year 2021, reports from the Financial Sec-
retary, the Treasurer and the audit committee will be presented. 
 

Attest: Lisa A Gray, Clerk of Session   The Rev. Mary Beth Mardis-LeCroy, Moderator 

The Breezeway  

It was a brisk but sunny day  
on January 24, for new  
Pastor Mary Beth Mardis-
LeCroyõs first outdoor 
worship service at Old 
Greenwich 
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PASTORõS HOURS AND WHEREABOUTSé  
 
Dear OGPC families and friends, 
 
The Peace of Christ be with you!! 
 
I wanted to share with you my work schedule for the foreseea-
ble future:  
 
Mondays -- Pastor's day off/ Sabbath 
Tuesdays -- Work at home in the am / Work in the church office in the afternoon 
Wednesdays -- Work in the church office in the am / Work at home in the afternoon 
Thursdays -- Work in the church office in the am / Work at home in the afternoon 
Fridays -- Work in the church office in the am / Work at home in the afternoon 
 
("am" is defined roughly as 9 to 1; "afternoon" roughly as 1 to 5) 
 
A shorter way to remember it is: Mondays off; Tuesday afternoons in the office; Wednesday-Friday 
mornings in the office. (Of course, funerals, pastoral emergencies, etc., are exceptions and I might be 
working days off in those cases). 
 
Also! Tuesdays-Fridays, 9 am to 5 pm or so, no matter where I am, you can always reach me 
by cell (my "traveling office"):  515-979-9681. If you want a quicker reply, please call me rather 
than text (old fashioned, I know!), as I don't always hear the text "bing." 
 
Also! Once COVID dies down (it will! it will!), I will be doing more pastoral care in person (right 
now, it's mostly zoom and phone), so I will be out in the community more later in the year. I will let 
Kathleen know when I'm out on a pastoral care visit during her work hours*, so she can let you know 
where I am when she is working. (And, as always, you can call my cell and I'll pick it up if I'm travel-
ing to/from the appointment, etc.). 

 
*Kathleen's normal work hours are Mon. - Thur., 9 am - 1 pm. She will be working from home on 
Mon., Tue & Thur. She will be in the office each Wednesday, from 9 am - 1 pm. (This could change 
due to workflow.) 
 
Don't hesitate to call (515-979-9681) or email me (pastor@ogpc.org) with any questionsé 
 
So looking forward to our shared ministryé.! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Mary Beth 

mailto:pastor@ogpc.org
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The Breezeway  

01  Lori Metz  
02  Lowell Perkins  
 Vivian North  
04  Jennifer Miller  
 Cooper Marino  
05  Juliana Mowrey  
07  Charlotte Marino  
08  Lauren Morrow     
 Jodie Garvey  
 Erik Hawk  
 Gavin Hawk  
09  Laura Hawk  
 Joan Pearson  
11  Peter Werfel  
 John Sulla  
 Susan Bradlau  
12 Robert Luzietti  
 Betsy Gaston  

 Amanda Stetler  
13  Candace Nagy  
15  Marcia Taylor  
 George Perkins  
16  Jacqueline Morrow  
 Cheryl Garcia  
17  Emily Kolterjahn  
20  Susan Gardner  
 Julia Deemer  
21  Shannon Bakros  
22  Phyllis Dietz  
 Adam Stetler  
25  Doris Luzietti  
 Lauren Kane  
27 Craig Stahlecker  
28  Matthew Parker  

Mike Lemons  

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY: 

*Children are in bold. 

CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  
IN FEBRUARY: 

Kurt & Barbara Grimm  02/12/1977  

Lisa & Raymond Gray   02/14/1995  

Thanks to all who helped with last minute things to be  ready for our new Pastor Mary Beth  
and family's arrival  at the manse. Barb & Charlie Frinzi, Jennifer & Jeff  Miller and 
family, Eric Nagy, Ed Gardner, Susan Bradlau, Bill Lee, and Harry & Joan  
Pursel made a great team. 
Take notice of the addition of Pastor Mary Beth's name added to the church sign in front of 
the church. Thank you to Don Metz for his help. 

Please hold in prayer: Jessica Drennan, cousin of Kathleen Scala; Anita Campbell; the Campbellôs daughter, 
Heather Waterman, and her mother-in-law, Gerri Waterman;  Trish & Phil Millon; the family of Deb 
Calhoun; Pastor Rebecca Segers; Stephanie Welwood; Mike Viscel; Carol Doeringerôs sister, Cathy 
Collett and friend, Cynthia; Jack Keiderling, friend of Ernie Maso; John Repko; friend of the Camp-
bellôs, Sue Stock; Holly Sharrai, Betsy Gastonôs cousin; Diana Cole; Nancy Hummer, friend of the 
Freys; Phyllis Raskin and Dwain & Debbie Swanson, friends of the Campbells; Patty Caldari and 
family, Kathleen Scalaôs cousin; our nation and the world; Barbara Cappelletti; Debbie Mowery; Car-
ol Lee Doeringer; those affected by the Corona virus and their families, especially health-care work-
ers; Cecelia Lemons; Tony Procita; Harry Pursel; Jim & Heather Todd; Sandy Stutzman; Sharon 
Smith; Doris Luzietti; Bob Heater; Deb Wilson; Sue Snyder; Geraldine Ihrie; Jack Reinhard; Phyllis 
Dietz; Shelly Papp & family; those serving in our Armed Forces: Will Rimmler 
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While services are being conducted outdoors, congregants may still sign up for 
dedicated flower arrangements on Sundays. 
 

Please contact Trish Millon via cell: 908-319-5061 or email: 

trishbrad00@aol.com to place an order and arrange dedication. Orders should be 

placed two weeks or more prior to the service date which you would like the  

dedication to appear in the bulletin. 

FEBRUARY 2021 

UPDATE ON MEALS ON WHEELS:  
 

As you know, the Phillipsburg Area program has closed, but delivery of meals 
to area clients has been taken over by Visiting Homemaker Service of Warren 
County. They are looking for volunteers to deliver in the Phillipsburg area.  
 

If you are interested in volunteering, contact Debbie Fox at 908-689- 4140. 
You will need to complete an application and attend a short safety class. 
 

I hope we can keep up OGPC's record of wonderful volunteers making a  
difference in our community. Any questions, please feel free to contact Barb 
Grimm at 908-578-1273 / nursebarb14@gmail.com   
Thanks and blessings, 
Barb Grimm 

GREENWICH NURSERY SCHOOL will 
be enrolling students for the 2021-2022 
school year in the 2+, 3, and 4-5 year old 
programs starting in February. Please contact 
Diana Mallory at 908-479-6886 or email 
gnsdirector@gmail.com for information. 

òSOUPERBOWLó COLLECTION 
 

We will be collecting canned soups the week of February 1 - February 7. Please drop off your donations in the 
gray bin outside the Green Room during the week or bring it when you come to the service on Sunday,  
February 7. The donations will be given to the River of Life Church Food Pantry in Phillipsburg. They truly  
appreciate our donations to help the local community. 
 

TOILETRIES COLLECTION 
 

We will be collecting toiletries for foreign exchange students attending Lafayette College through Sunday,  
February 14. Again, your donations can be dropped off in the gray bin outside of the Green Room during the 
week or bring it to service on Sunday mornings. As always, we are so thankful for the generosity of this  
congregation.        - Sharon Smith, Community Outreach Committee Chair 

mailto:trishbrad00@aol.com
mailto:nursebarb14@gmail.com
mailto:gnsdirector@gmail.com
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 HIGHLIGHTS FROM JANUARY 
 

    Current leadership and their assignments: 
Class of 2021 
Melissa Hixon  Chair of Christian Education 
Sharon Smith Chair of Community Outreach 
Dave Slack  Chair of Buildings & Grounds 
Paul Stahlecker Chair of Discipleship 
 

Class of 2022 
Lisa Gray Clerk of Session 
Don Hannis Chair of Personnel, B & F, Endowment, Audit 
Jennifer Miller Chair of Worship, Music & Spirituality, Membership, Nominating 
Lori Metz Community Outreach, Endowment 
 

Class of 2023 
Ed Ahart  Chair of Budget & Finance, Endowment and Nominating 
Barb Frinzi*  Chair of Congregational Life, Personnel 
Tim Newbrough Chair of Technology 
Jim Savacool*  Buildings & Grounds; Audit 

*NEW ON SESSION 2021 
 

§Session passed the 2021 Budget to be reviewed at the Congregational Meeting 2/7/21. 
§Session approved Treasurer Lisa MacKinnonõs term of office for 2021; Financial Secretary, Kim Mrotek, will be  
   voted for by the congregation at the Annual Meeting  - Part II on Sunday, 2/7/21. 
§Pledging members from 2020 overwhelmingly fulfilled their commitment to the church. 

§Government PPP Loan had paperwork filed for it to become a grant. 
§Manse upgrades were completed before Pastor Mary Beth and family moved in. 

§Gutters on the church were cleaned and guards will be installed. 
§Souperbowl Sunday will òcome backó to life this year. 
§Thereõs a drive for toiletries for exchange students at Lafayette College. 

§Thank you to OGPC volunteers who faithfully did òMeals on Wheels;ó a new group has taken this over and is  
   looking for volunteers. 
§The Rolls will be reviewed shortly and those who havenõt participated by attendance or donation in the last three 
   years will be contacted about their intent to remain as members.  
§The Pastor will be taking her Sabbath day on Mondays.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

PW plans to meet on the third Tuesday of February, 2/16, at 11:30 am. We will not eat lunch (or remove 

masks) until weõve all been vaccinated. We will meet in the room behind the pastorõs office and socially distance. 

We will be on Lesson Two: òLamenting Togetheró of Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament, by Lynn 

Miller. We will hear her introductory words on a DVD, review Psalm 137, look at the art from the lesson, which 

contains a òcarrieró and teardrops, and listen to some òsad songs.ó Come join us for some in person conversations!  
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

�´�7�K�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�V���G�H�F�O�D�U�H���W�K�H���J�O�R�U�\���R�I���*�R�G�����W�K�H���V�N�L�H�V���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���K�L�V���K�D�Q�G���µ��Psalm 19:1 

Old Greenwich Church hasòhitched itõs wagon to a staró (borrowing from the essayist Ralph Waldo Emerson) and 
placing that wagon in our òfield of dreams.ó Outdoor drive-in worship will begin Sundays at 10 am, on good weath-
er mornings and continuing as long as is necessary. We invite all members and neighbors to join in a community that 
will give joyful thanks and praise for all that we have been given. A repurposed farm hay wagon will set the stage to 
bring our worship to God in the ball field across from the church building at 17 Greenwich Church Road (off Rt. 
173 Stewartsville). There will be ushers helping participants park or find lawn seating while keeping their distance. 

¶ Please leave the parking spaces facing the hay wagon in the first row for those who want to stay 
in their cars 

¶ If you plan to sit in lawn chairs, find a parking spot in the back of the parking lot or along 
Greenwich Church Rd. 

¶ Bring your own Communion elements for worship on the first Sunday of each month.  

¶ Please get announcements, prayer concerns and joys you wish Pastor Mary Beth to lift up to her 
prior to the service. 
 

+Do bring your electronic bulletin (see OGPC.org or print your e-mailed bulletin)  

+Do mask up, unless you are in your car with windows closed  

+Do park/sit six feet apart (families can be closer together)  

+Do enjoy the music but sing along only if closed in your vehicle  

+Do bring some hand percussion instruments to join in with the music  

+Do use the disinfectant wipes if you must use the rest room in the church  

+Do drop your offering to an usher on your way out of the parking lot  

+Do keep social distancing of 6 feet 

+Do watch out for cars trying to park in rows facing the ballfield 

+RAIN? THE SERVICE WILL BE ON FACEBOOK LIVE STREAMING ONLY - go to www.ogpc.org 

Questions? Call 908-479-4449 or email oldgreenwich@ogpc.org 

DRIVEðIN CHURCH SERVICES 
 

We will continue having services outside, weather permitting. If you feel it is too cold, please stay 
in your car and listen in through the radio. If we cannot hold an outdoor service, we will be on  
Facebook Live only. If the service will be on Facebook Live only, an email will be sent out to the  
congregation. A decision is normally made by Saturday evening. 
 

You can also join together for Virtual Fellowship, following the service. 
 

You can access both the Facebook live-stream and our Virtual Fellowship (following Sunday services) from our 
website at www.ogpc.org at the top of the homepage. 
 

To access the service via Facebook Live, you must have a Facebook account and go to our Facebook page, which is 
titled Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church.  
 

If you have any questions, or need assistance, please contact: Tim Newbrough tnewbro@yahoo.com or  
Melody Leeper melody@leeper.us 

FEBRUARY 2021 


